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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

STRONG IN THE BROKEN PLACES
My inspiration for our mid-week Lenten Observance this year is a book, which bears the title listed above, that I stumbled across at a used book store.  The book is sub-titled, “A Theological Reverie on the Ministry of George Everett Ross.”  I never heard of Ross until I picked up the book.  But since that time I haven’t been able to put it down.

George Everett Ross was Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Akron, Ohio, where Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in 1935.  Although the book gives an appreciative portrait of the man as a brilliant preacher who could move listeners with the gospel in the largest congregation in the diocese, it does not skirt over his flaws.  Indeed, the book in large part affirms the ministry which came through Ross’ “brokenness.”  Ross struggled with alcohol addiction and died of AIDS in 1991.  He was a crusader for the addicted and the homeless.  He was both revered for his good works and reviled for his personal failings.

The book is part biography, part sampler of his sermons, and part theological meditation on the five wounds of Christ.  Reflection on the wounds of Christ will frame our five-week Lenten devotional on Tuesday nights this year (please note the change – adjusted to avoid scheduling conflicts in both churches).  These LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS begin with a light meal, follow with casual discussion, and end with a brief devotion.  The time of our gathering will be 5:45-7 p.m.  Discussion will focus on these topics, addressed in the book: 

February 28th (at Trinity)  Wounded Hands and Feet: Broken Pieces of Body
March 6th (at Gilead)  Wounded Side: Broken Relationships
March 13th (at Trinity)  Wounded Head: Broken Thoughts
PLEASE NOTE ON THIS DATE: Instead of a “Soup Supper,” discussion begins at 5:45 p.m.  Trinity’s monthly “Family Dinner” follows at 6:30 p.m.

March 20th (at Gilead)  Wounded Back: Broken Promises

March 27th (at Trinity)  Wounded Heart: Broken Faith
George Everett Ross says in one of his sermons, Christ accepts us – broken, limited, sinful, and struggling long before we accept Him.  Where we would put ourselves down, Christ bends to lift us up.  Where we heap judgment and blame upon ourselves, He tenderly forgives and accepts us.  Where we are filled with despair or overwhelming sorrow, Christ loves us with a love, which recreates us.

See you on Ash Wednesday at Gilead Lutheran Church on February 22nd at 7 p.m.

Pastor James A. Hulihan

Please keep our homebound and those that can’t be with us in your prayers: Ceil and June Boomhower, 
Alberta Kreiger, Clarence Newton, Ken Button, 
Flip Coonradt, Marge Hayner & Mary Shanahan.
Prayers for Darlene Shanahan as she faces knee surgery.
Special prayers for Kevin and Erin Hayner who are working in Afghanistan for the next six months and for all service people serving our country here and abroad.
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Sue Anthony

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Giving statements for 2011 have been mailed. The first envelope in every box is Initial offering. This donation is used to defray the cost of the envelopes for the year. If each of these envelopes was returned with the suggested $5.00 donation, the cost of our envelopes would be covered. 

If you did not receive envelopes, but would like them, or if there is a question  about your statement, please contact Tanis Kreiger at 279-3996.
MUSIC & WORSHIP

Please mark your calendars.  When you have completed reading your newsletter please take a few moments to mark your calendars for the Sundays you are to be a reader, chant the psalm, usher, or prepare for communion.  We ask that if you are not  able to be in church on that Sunday or Sundays, that you please either find someone to fill in for you or call the person who asked you to do the task and let them know. We understand that there are times when an emergency occurs and you are unable to fulfill your commitment, but if we know in advance, our Sunday Service could go a little smoother.  

POG (PROMISES OF GRACE)
We made and delivered gift bags to our 9 shut-ins, the kids sang Christmas carols and brought lots of holiday cheer to our members that can no longer get out.

We provided the food at the craft fair held in December and raised $140.00.

We adopted a family of 6 from St. Paul’s Center.  The kids shopped and help pick out the gifts for this family.

We are still collecting magazines for the residents of Heartwood Terrace Assisted Living Home. There will be a box at church for the magazines; the residents are in need of new reading material.

From now until January, POG will be collecting recipes to put into a cookbook! We are hoping to accumulate approximately 200 recipes which will be put into a published cookbook in the spring. 

Recipe forms will be provided at the church so pick one up and fill it out with your favorites. This cookbook is a community effort so pick up some recipe forms for your friends too. Beginning in the spring, we will take orders for the cookbooks.

Don't forget that the bottle drive continues all year so keep 'em coming! 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY

December was taken up with providing for a family from Unity House. In January and February we will be collecting food for the Pittstown Food Pantry and during Lent we will collect school items for Lutheran World Relief. 
STEWARDSHIP MINUTE 
Stewardship would like to share a recent Temple Talk at Gilead. It is to be submitted as a 3 part series. Please read at your leisure and enjoy!   Part 1:              Listen and Follow Jesus to Share the Way

This is our current mission aka vision statement. There has been thought thrown around lately to possibly change or enhance it.  The group that came up with this mission statement back a few years ago now, spent long hours and many meetings, pondering over it, working very hard to get it right. Short , sweet and to the point. It describes what we are all about at Gilead.

To those of us that attended the retreat with Trinity back in the Spring. Pastor Slater had us work on a similar exercise, and it is not an easy thing to come up with.  Maybe, we do need some patching up and rethinking, but for now, I want to focus on our current mission statement.

Listen, and Follow Jesus to Share the Way.

Listen,            First listen,       Listen to what is going on around you. What is going on in your neck of the woods? Your community, your town, your city, your school, your church, your place of work, your recreational group.  Listen to your family.    Listen to your neighbor, what does he have to say?    What does he need?  What can You do to help?    (And, When I say neighbor, I don’t necessarily mean the person sitting next to you in the pew or the house right next door………..reach out, open up, stray a couple blocks or a country mile….). 

   Listen to what Jesus said, when he was here on earth for that short but very incredible time. Listen to your heart.

Follow Jesus ……..talk about straying.  The poor guy has been trying to get me to follow him for years and for some reason, I keep straying off the path.  A lot of us do that. Sometimes without even realizing it. 

We read his words, we sing his praises, we pray all the time, but are we truly following him?  It’s hard to do. Simply because we are all sinners in some way or other. Staying on the Jesus train is hard work, we are humans, we have needs, and wants, and wishes. We try to make everything as happy, healthy and perfect in our own little worlds, we work hard and try to do the right thing. But when it all comes down to it, we are nothing without God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit’s help from above. None of us can do it alone. 

FEBRUARY CHURCH CALENDAR
February 5th, Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion

First Reading: Isaiah 40: 21-31
Psalm: 147: 1-11, 20c
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9: 16-23
Gospel: Mark 1: 29-39
February 12th, Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Holy Communion
First Reading: 2 Kings 5: 1-14
Psalm: 30
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9: 24-27
Gospel: Mark 1: 40-45
February 19th, Transfiguration of Our Lord
Holy Communion

First Reading: 2 Kings 2: 1-12
Psalm: 50: 1-6
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4: 3-6
Gospel: Mark 9: 2-9
February 26th, First Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion
First Reading: Genesis 9: 8-17
Psalm: 25: 1-10
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3: 18-22
Gospel: Mark 1: 9-15
February Ushers: James and Vickie Taylor
February Counters: Eleanor Bode and Glenn Hayner
February Altar Guild: The Taylors
Lay Readers

February 5th-Eleanor Bode

February 12th-The Danners
February 19th-Glenn Hayner
February 26th-Joan Stry
Acolytes

February 5th-David Alderman
February 12th-Joshua Anthony

February 19th-Jeremy and Jamie Danner

February 26th-
Psalm Cantors

February 5th-Joan Stry

February 12th-Lisa Kreiger

February 19th-Leonard Flath

February 22nd-John Shanahan

February 26th-Joan Stry

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
 
February 2nd-5th-Pastor away
February 3rd-Dinner Outing @ 6pm

February 8th-Hudson-Mohawk Conf. Mission Dinner@6:30pm

February 17th-StoryTelling Dinner @ 6pm

February 19th-Confirmation @ Gilead 5-7 pm

February 21st-Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 5-7 pm

February 22nd-Ash Wednesday Service @ Gilead 7pm

February 26th-Confirmation @ Trinity 5-7pm

 ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASTOR’S STUDY LEAVE
Pastor Jim heads off to the Kirkridge Study and Retreat Center in the Poconos February 2nd-5th  for his annual spiritual refreshment.  While there, he spends the time in informal conversation around a fireplace on a variety of prepared readings in light of our common faith.  There is time as well for meals together, simple worship and “Music with Quiet” in the Quaker tradition.  Thus refreshed, he is able to return to face the Season of Lent with renewed fervor and focus.
GILEAD’S DINNER GROUP will go to The Lakeview Restaurant in Averill Park on February 3rd at 6 pm. If you are planning to attend, please contact Jim and Vickie Taylor at 279-3253 by January 30th.
HUDSON-MOHAWK CONFERENCE MISSION DINNER

All are invited to come for this time of fellowship and good food as Bishop Jerge shares with us the latest news regarding the ministries of the Upstate New York Synod. The good folks at Prince of Peace will provide lasagna (both meat and vegetarian), bread and beverages. Those attending whose last names begin with A-L are asked to bring desserts and M-Z to bring salads. February 8th @ 6:30 pm at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 4 Northcrest Drive, Clifton Park, NY with Special Guest: Bishop Marie Jerge.
HOSPICE VOLUNTEERS
The Community Hospice of Rensselaer County will offer training for volunteers beginning February 16th. The series of four sessions will be held on Thursday, February 16th from 5:30-8:30pm, Saturday, February 18th from 9-4pm, Monday, February 20th from 9-4pm and Wednesday, February 22nd from 5:30-8:30pm. Attendance is required at all sessions. To register or for more information contact Susan Cunningham, Coordinator of Volunteer Services @ 285-8114. (SuCunningham@communityhospice.org) Training will be held at The Community Hospice of Rensselaer County, 295 Valley View Blvd, Rensselaer, NY 12144 (www.communityhospice.org)
STORY TELLING DINNER

Our next story telling dinner is February 17th at 6 pm at Gilead. If you missed the last one, you missed a great meal, great fellowship and great stories told by Chris Nash, Deacon at Trinity. This month our meal will consist of vegetable beef soup, manhattan clam chowder and vegetable/minestrone soup. You won’t want to miss this next story teller!
THANK YOU
The Stewardship Committee wishes to Thank Keith Kreiger for putting new sign post holes on the front lawn for anyone who wishes to put a sign up for their event. We just unscrew the covers and pop the sign in  no more pounding or digging or having the wind blow your sign down!  Keith used the existing BBQ sign as a template for the leg placement.   So when you are going to design a sign, go in the back room and take a look at the Chicken BBQ sign for reference. Also, in 2010 to save money, Lisa bought a regular  paper calendar for the kitchen as opposed to the more expensive dry erase board. Folks really liked the dry erase calendar , so Lisa brought it home and Keith and his grandchildren put white stickers over the old numbers and it has been re- dated for 2012, and is back in the kitchen.    We can use this calendar over and over for years to come,  saving a bit of money!   Now -That is a bit of innovative Stewardship at work !

Thank You to the Kreiger family!

MEMBERS WHO HAVE GONE TO OUR LORD
Muriel Palubniak was a member of this church for approximately fifty years. She was a quiet soul, however, missed when she was not with us. Although, not boisterous in her faith, she was a faithful steward of God.  She worked for William Doyle as a secretary for many years and helped her husband with his business while caring for her daughter Michelle. She passed out of this life quietly as she conducted her life on this earth.
.
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Our Vision Statement:


Gilead Lutheran Church: Listen and Follow Jesus to Share the Way.
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MESSENGER MEMORIAL/ADDRESS CHANGE


If you would like to place a Messenger Memorial or honor a special event in the MESSENGER, please fill out this coupon and send it with your donation to the church by the monthly deadline for the MESSENGER.  All donations will be put toward the cost of the Postal Permit and postage for the MESSENGER mailing.  


Mail to Gilead Lutheran Church, PO Box 26, Cropseyville NY 12052.








     In memory of____________________________________ In honor of___________________________________





     Given by:_______________________________________For the month of______________Amount___________








ADDRESS CHANGE
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     New Address_________________________________________________________________________________
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ADDRESS CHANGE
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